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concerning an election certificate, the circuit court
of the United States in which the district was situ-
ated should hear the case and should award a cer-
tificate entitling the one or other of the contestants
to be placed on the clerk's roll and to serve until the
House should act on the case. Mr. Hoar stated
that the bill "deeply excited the whole country,"
and went on to say that "some worthy Republican
senators became alarmed. They thought, with a
good deal of reason, that it was better to allow ex-
isting evils and conditions to be cured by time, and
the returning conscience and good sense of the
people, rather than have the strife, the result of
which must be quite doubtful, which the enactment
and enforcement of this law, however moderate
and just, would inevitably create." The exist-
ence of this attitude of mind made party advocacy
of the bill a hopeless undertaking and, though it
was favorably reported on August 7, 1890, no fur-
ther action was taken during that session. At the
December session it was taken up for consideration,
but after a few days of debate a motion to lay it
aside was carried by the Democrats with the assist-
ance of enough Republicans to give them a majority.
This was the end of force bills, and during Presi-
dent Cleveland's second term the few remaining